
Gift-wrapping expert Arona Khan shares how to cleverly 
mask a too-short piece of giftwrap.

The Cheat Pleat
By Arona Khan

Tips & Tricks

Arona Khan is an 
internationally  
renowned gift-
wrapping expert 
based in the U.K. 
See more tips at 
aronakhan.com.

38 • PRESENT  presentmag.com  

A              cheat pleat is invaluable whether you want to overcome a problem, 
use leftover scraps of wrap, or create a design statement. Keep the 
problem a secret by using the same wrapping paper; or use a differ-

ent color, pattern or design to add the wow factor to a gift.

1. Using a large scrap of giftwrap or a full sheet, 
fold the paper over for a neat edge. Then, fold 
away again the width you would like the pleat to 
be (wide enough to cover the gap, or more for 
dramatic effect). Crease beneath the pleat, creat-
ing a valley into which you can slide the sheet of 
giftwrap. Trim off any excess paper (being careful 
not to cut along the valley!).

2. Slide the main sheet into the valley of the cheat pleat. Turn both over, 
and seal together on the underside using matte tape. Secure the pleat on 
the underside, too.

3. Wrap the box and seal the cheat pleat on the top using double-sided 
tape. Turn the package upside down before sealing the ends. Turn upright 
and ... presto, the perfect present!  n

To create the cheat 
pleat you will need:
• Wrapping paper
• Scissors
• Matte-finish tape
• Double-sided tape

Step 1: Crease beneath the pleat.

Step 2: Slide the sheet into the valley of the cheat 
pleat.

Step 3: Show off the cheat 
pleat with ribbon and a bow.

< Add pleated 
paper triangles for 

a flat decoration.

< A cheat pleat in a different 
color or design really stands out!


